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CIVIL_ COURT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

LEGAL/STATUTORY MEMORANDUM Class: LSM - 172
Subject: Declaratory Judgments Involving Part137 Category: GP-10, GP- 50
Attorney-Client Fee Dispute Cases SC-10, SC- 30

Eff. Date:  January 1, 2011

The Laws of 2010 Chapter 65 have amended the NYC Civil Court Act, the Uniform
District Court Act and the Uniform City Court Act to authorize the Civil Court to entertain
declaratory judgment actions brought by parties aggrieved by arbitration awards rendered
pursuant to the attorney fee dispute resolution program.(22NYCRR Part 137)

Please see attached amendment.

1/4/2011 /s/

Date Fern A. Fisher
: Deputy Chief Administrative Judge
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STATE OF NEW YORK

8394

2009-2010 Regular Sessions

IN ASSEMBLY

Introduced by M. of A. WEINSTEIN -- (at request of the Office of Court
Administration) -- read once and referred to the Committee on Judici-

ary

AN ACT to amend the New York city civil court act, the uniform district
court act and the uniform city court act, in relation to granting
jurisdiction to entertain certain declaratory judgment actions
commenced pursuant to the fee dispute resolution program

The Paople of the State of Now York, represented_in Sonate and Asgenc
bly, do ot ag follows:

Section 1. Section 212-a of the New York city civil court act, as
amended by chapter 11 of the laws of 1984, s amended to read as
follows:

§ 212-a. Declaratory judgments involving obligations of insurers and
de novo reviaw under part 137 of tha rules of the chief administrator of
the qourts (22 NYCRR Part 137). The court shall have the Jurisdiction
defined in section 3001 of the CPLR to make a declaratory judgment with
raspact to:

{a), any controversy involving the cbligation of an insurer to indem-
nify or defend a defendant in an action in which the amount sought to be
recovered does not exceed $25,000; and

{b) actions cpmmenced by _a party aggrieved by an arbitration award
rendared pursuant to part 137 of the rules of the chief administrator in

amount in dispute doas not exceed $25,000.

§ 2. Section 1801 of the New York city civil court act, as amended by
chapter 601 of the laws of 2003, is amended to read as follows:

§ 1801. Small claims defined. The term “small claim” or “small claims
as used in this act shall mean and include any cause of action for money
only not in excess of five thousand dollars exclusive of interest and
costs, or any action commenced by.a party aggrieved _by.. an . ashitzation
auard rendered pursuant to part 137 of the rules of the chiaf adninig-

trator of tha couxts (22 NYCRR Part 137) in which tha amount in dispute

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics (underscored) is new; matter in brackets
{-) i{s old law to be omitted.
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dees  not exceed  fiva thousand dollaps, provided that the defendant
either resides, or has an office for the transaction of business or a
regular employment, within the city of New York.

§ 3. Section 1805 of the New York city civil court act is amended by
adding a new subdivision (£) to read as follows:

(£) Tha _eourt ehall bave tho jurisdigtion defined in_ section three
thousand one of the CPIR to moke a declaratory judgment with respect to

ae comnmancad . riav an_arbhi tion aw rond
purauant__to. part _one_ hundred _thirty-seven of the yulas of the chief
adainistrator (22 NYGRR Part 137) in which the amount in dispute dogs
not excaed five thousand dollara,

§ 4. The uniform district court act is amended by adding a new section
212-a to read as follows:
§ 212-a, Daeclpxgztory judgments involving de novo review Jndar part 137

of the rules of tho chiaef adoinistrator of the courts (22

NYCRR_Pazt_ 137).
fhe _court shall have the juriasdiction daefinad in sectien 3001 of tha

CPLIR to mako a declaratory judgment with respect to actionn comm

a party.aggriaved by an arhitration award rendored pursvant to part ._eps
hundred thicty-seven_of the rules of thae chief administrator in which
the amount in dispute does not, gxceed fifteen thousand dollars,

§ 5. Section 1801 of the uniform district court act, as amended by
chapter 601 of the laws of 2003, is amended to read as follows:

§ 1801. Small claims defined.

The term P"amall claim"™ or "small claims" as used in this act shall
mean and include any cause of action for money only not in excess of
five thousand dollars  exclusive of interest and costs, oxr any action
conzenced by 8 party aggrigved by an arbitration award randexed purguant
to part. one hundred thizty-seven of the rules of tho chief administrater
of tha courts ( art 137 which the amount in dispute doas
pet _axcead five thousand dollars, provided that the defendant either
resides, or has an office for the transaction of business or a ragular
employment, within a district of the court in the county.

§ 6. Section 1805 of the uniform district court act is amanded by
adding a new subdivision (£) to read as follows:

{€) .The court shall have the juzipdiction definad in _section__thrae

thousand one of the eivil practiop lay and rules to make a daglarmatory
judgment with respact to actions commenced bv a party aggriavad by an
arbitration . award rendered purguant o _part one hundred thirty-geven of
the rules of the chief administrator of the couxts (22 NYCRR _Part _137)
in vhich the amount in disputa doss pot excoed five thousand dollars.
§ 7. The uniform city court act is amended by adding a new section
212-a to read as follows:
§ 212-8. Psclaratoxy . judguwents involving do novo roviaw under part 137
of the rules of the chiaf administrator of tha courts {22
NYCRR. Paxt 3137). : ‘
The court shdll have the jurisdiction defined in section 3001 of th

ake a_dacla t with resagt to actiona commenced by

3. party aggrieved by an srbitvation awvazd rendered puxsuant to part 137
of,.the. rulos of the chief administratox in which the amount in dispute
doag_not, excead $15,000.

§ 8, Section 1801 of the uniform city court act, as amended by chapter
601 of the laws of 2003, is amended to read as follows: .
§ 1801. Small claims defined.

The term "small claim” or “small claims® as used in this act shall
mean and include any cause of action for money only not in excess of
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five thousand dollars exclusive of interest and costs, or any action
commanced by a mr.ty.sss:&'@ﬂ_m_an_ashusa@m__iw ursuant
to_part 137  of the rules of tha chiaf adeinistrator of the geurts
NYCRR Part 137) in which the amount in dispute doea not exceed 85,000,
provided that the defendant either resides, or has an office for the
transaction of business or a regular employment, within the county.,

§ 9. Section 1805 of the uniform city court act is amended by adding a

'new subdivision (f) to read as follows:

(£) .. The court shall have the juriadiotion defined in section 3001_of

the CPIR to make a —declaratory judgment wi th __respect _to nagtions
commencad by a party aggrieved by an arbitration award rondered pursuant
£o_part 137 _of the rules of tha -falef adninistrator of tha courts (22
NXCRR Part 137) in which the amount in_digpute doas not axceed $5,000.
'§ 10. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have become a law and shall apply to

actions commenced on or after such effective date.




