
Spotlight on Girls in the Juvenile 
Justice System
The latest data highlight trends and characteristics of girls at various stages in the juvenile justice system 

Delinquency cases involving girls in 2014 were more 
likely to be diverted or receive probation than cases 
involving boys 
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Delinquency case processing rates, 2014
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Females accounted for more than half of all petitioned 
runaway cases in 2014 and less than one-third of all  
curfew cases 
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Following the larger relative decline in arrests of boys, 
the percent of arrests involving girls has grown 
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In 2015, status offenses and technical violations were 
more common for females in placement than for males 

Male
Committed

Female
Committed

Male
Detained

Female
Detained

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

7%30%9%6%17%32%

2%21%14%5%20%38%

14%20%7%6%18%35%

4%15%13%6%24%39%

Person Property Drugs

Public order Technical violation Status

Offense profile of offenders in residential placement, 2015

Simple assault and larceny-theft offenses accounted for 
nearly half of all female delinquency cases in 2014 
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Access more information on girls in the juvenile 
justice system

n	 Review FAQs about girls’ involvement in juvenile 
arrests, juvenile court cases, and residential placement 

n	 Analyze data with Easy Access to Juvenile Court 
Statistics and Easy Access to the Census of Juveniles 
in Residential Placement

Notes: This publication was prepared by Charles Puzzanchera 
and Samantha Ehrmann, National Center for Juvenile Justice, with 
funds provided by OJJDP through grants #2015-JF-FX-0061 and  
#2016-JF-FX-K001. January 2018.
Data source: Adapted from Girls in the Juvenile Justice System, 
Juvenile Justice Statistics National Report Series Bulletin. 
(Forthcoming). Washington, DC: Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention. 
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